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Planting Seasonal Beds

What follows is a basic outline of Filoli’s
planting procedures for seasonal flower beds.
Application rates for different fertilizers and
amendments vary even within Filoli and are
modified as needed based on periodic soil tests.

Soil Preparation and Planting:

1) Rotortill or fork soil, removing clods,
stones, weeds and other debris.

2) Add 2-3 inches of compost and rake
smooth.

3) Spread lime if needed, to adjust soil pH to
between 6-6.5. Filoli has acid soil and uses
2 Ibs per 100 square feet. Fork and rake
smooth.

4) Spread fertilizers. Filoli uses 1 Ib of actual
nitrogen per 1,000 square feet, with half
derived from slow release Nitroform (38-0-
0) and half from fast-acting Calcium Nitrate
(15.5-0-0). In practice, these rates break
down to 0.5 Ib Calcium Nitrate and 1 Ib
slow release Nitroform per 100 square feet.
Chop in and smooth with a rake.

5) Measure and mark ends of rows using
bamboo stakes (see fig. 1), to ensure
uniform row spacing. At Filoli, spacing is
typically 8 inches on center for bulbs and 8-
10 inches on center for bedding.

6) Run stringline between first set of stakes.
Standing on planting boards to avoid

PLANTING THE PARTERKRES
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At the turn of the 19" century, many formal American estate
gardens like Filoli drew on the earlier English and European
tradition of flower gardening in parterres—formal, geometric beds
lined in boxwood or other low hedges. From when the garden
opens in February to its closing in October, Filoli gardeners are
hard at work to keep the parterres bursting with sheets of color,
accentuating the geometric shapes and architectural forms of the
house and garden. To do so, the parterres are re-planted twice a
3 . . year: once from October to early December and again in May
through June Many visitors have questions about the preparation that goes into each
season’s show, in a never-ending chain of planning, record keeping, seed collecting, sowing,
growing, bed preparation, planting, maintenance, analysis and removal.

Tools for Bed Preparation:

Spading fork or rotortiller

Level headed rake

Scale, gloves and dust mask for
applying lime and fertilizers

Amendment and Fertilizer:
Filoli’s homemade compost
Oystershell/dolomite lime
Nitroform 38-0-0

Calcium Nitrate 15.5-0-0

compaction, dig holes and plant
along length of stringline. Use a
yardstick for accurate spacing.

NOTE: Before planting, bedding plants
are always watered thoroughly, and root-
balls are gently teased loose. These steps
ensure that the potting mix absorbs water
once in the ground and that growing
roots come in contact with the native
soil—both of which encourage vigorous
root growth and fast establishment. In
the fall, bulbs are planted first and the
bedding plants are planted over the top of
them. The bulbs find their way up and
around the bedding plants, but dig holes
carefully to avoid damaging the bulbs.
Planting bulbs point up helps ensure
uniform height and bloom times.

7) After each row, move planting
boards and stringline backwards.
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Filoli Gardener’s Reference sheets are created by garden staff to answer common questions regarding Filoli’s

traditional horticultural practices.

This sheet may be accessed from the Filoli website.
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